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natural waters achieve “good ecological
status” by 2015. This is done by
providing a new way of managing water
resources and their ecosystems. The
environmental objectives and the
measures needed to achieve them will
be set out in the River Basin
Management Plan for the Eastern River
Basin District (ERBD). The agreed plan
will be published in 2009.

While prevention and minimization
remain a priority for the City Council, the
strategy in the Waste Management
Plan for the Dublin Region aims to
deliver maximum recycling, use thermal

The Dublin Bay Wastewater Treatment
Project has succeeded in meeting its
environmental targets, as well as
making progress in creating new
recycling by-products such as fertiliser
that is now used in south Leinster.
However, problems with the capacity of
our infrastructure to treat wastewater
created by our growing population will
continue into the future. Even with the
planned upgrade of the Ringsend
Waste Water Treatment Plant,
maximum capacity will be exceeded by
2014.

The Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage
Study identified the need for an
additional treatment plant and an orbital
sewer to be located in North Dublin.
Deciding on the location of the plant and
the route of the Orbital Sewer is of great
importance so that the land needed can
be reserved.
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Providing water, drainage, wastewater
& waste management infrastructure is
fundamental to achieving a clean and
sustainable city.

Drinking water supply for the population
of the Greater Dublin Area is provided
from water treatment plants operated
by Dublin City Council and Fingal
County Council. Supply and demand for
quality drinking water is very finely
balanced. Demand will continue to
increase to 2020. Without a new long-
term source of water supply increased
demand will not be met.

The European Union Water Framework
Directive aims to make sure that all

The City Council is committed to
dealing with water supply and water
conservation in Dublin and a number of
projects, for example the extension to
the Bal lymore Eustace Water
Treatment Plant, reducing water
leakage and introducing more effective
water bye laws, are underway. Studies
to identify a major new water supply
source to meet demand in the long-term
are in also underway with the options of
either using a desalination process to
treat water from Dublin Bay or bringing
water from the river Shannon being
closely examined.
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treatment for the treatment of residual
wastes and, by doing so, minimize the
use of landfills for disposing of our
waste. By 2013, we should be recycling
59% of our waste, sending 25% to
thermal treatment plants and sending
16% to landfills. While there is progress
in achieving the recycling target, there
is an over-reliance on landfill within the
region for most of our waste.

Dublin City Council and the other Local
Authorities in the Dublin Region are
updating the Dublin RegionalAir Quality
Management Plan which will address
air quality issues, including emissions
from the transport sector. Noise
pollution has become an important
issue, as it affects the quality of life and
has health impacts. Dublin City Council
and the other Dublin Authorities are
preparing a Noise Action Plan which
aims to identify and manage sources of
noise in the region.

All of the issues facing the environment
have a regional as well as a local
impact. We need greater co-ordination
with the other planning authorities in the
Greater Dublin Region to deal with the
shared issues we must deal with.
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Sustainable Infrastructure: The Big Picture Questions

What do you think? Have we left out any of The Big Picture issues?

We want to hear your views…

How can new technologies be used as a power source in transport?

How can we secure the necessary land, plant and underground corridors for
major utility infrastructure, including water supply and drainage in a compact
city to facilitate its growth and wellbeing?

How can we change the behaviour of householders towards their use of
water by, for example, promoting and encouraging water conservation,
rainwater harvesting and provision of green roofs and semi permeable
paving?

How do we progress the provision of a new wastewater treatment plant and
orbital sewer?

How can we encourage sustainability by promoting the reuse of building
materials, recycling of demolition materials, use of materials from
renewable sources, and use of low embodied energy and low toxic
materials?

Should the Development Plan identify and locate recycling facilities for
waste sorting?

How can we protect residents from noise from uses, such as traffic, shops,
offices, (air conditioning units) and nighttime uses whilst developing a
compact city?

Should new commercial developments be required to provide publicly
accessible waste recycling facilities/bring centres?

Should the providers of private waste management services also provide
a comprehensive range of public recycling services?
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