
Your City, Your Say

The Record of Protected
Structures and Architectural
Conservation Areas (ACAs)

Dublin City Council has a statutory
obligation to maintain a Record of
Protected Structures (RPS) that gives
protected status to all structures that
are considered to be of special interest.
There are over 9,000 buildings on the
RPS for the city. A considerable number
of these buildings are considered to be
of Local Importance under the National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage
Guidelines and perhaps should not be
included on the RPS. It would be an
opportune time to reassess these
buildings and revise the Record of
Protected Structures.

There are areas of the city that are of
distinct character, because of their
buildings and their settings. The
Planning and Development Act 2000
provides for the protection of such
a reas by the des igna t i on o f
Architectural Conservation Areas. The
process of assessing and proposing
new ACAs will continue into the next
Plan. Simplified versions of current
ACAs could be introduced as a means
to alleviate current difficulties with
adding and removing buildings from the
RPS. This may be an effective way to
rationalise the numbers on the Record
particularly in areas that contain generic
terraces for example late Victorian
terraces.

Views and Vistas

Other Conservation Issues

Heritage

The skyline, views and vistas in the
historic core of the City need strong
protection but there may be appropriate
locations for some carefully mannered
changes to the skyline in limited areas.

The Georgian Squares are unique to
Dublin and it is considered that the
northern squares are particularly
sensitive to development more so than
the southern squares. In particular
Parnell Square and Mountjoy Square
need specific development policies to
balance conservation and regeneration
in light of the impact of Metro North and
the opportunity to reuse vacant/derelict
buildings.

'New' 20 century architecture has to
date not been the subject of
coordinated study and debate. How we
should undertake such a study should
be considered in the new development
plan.

Dublin City Council is preparing a new
Heritage Plan which is due for
completion in 2009. The Heritage Plan
will be a concise, focused action plan,
providing a delivery mechanism for the
policies and objectives included in the
City Development Plan.
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Conservation & Built
Heritage

Our built heritage is a unique resource,
an irreplaceable expression of the
richness and diversity of our past.
Dublin has developed over the last
millennium to become a multi-layered
city with a medieval core area and
surviving street pattern, concentrated
areas of 17 and 18 century streets,
extensive suburban residential areas
from the 19 century, an impressive
range of Georgian and Victorian public
buildings, along with fine examples of
20 Century architecture.

Each stage in the city's growth has left
its mark on the built form and heritage.
We need to protect our heritage while at
the same time promote our city's
economic development. A fine balance
needs to be struck to achieve both
objectives.
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The historic core of Dublin contains all
of the major tourist attractions. Figures
show that the cultural and historic
places of interest are a prime reason for
visiting the City so there is also a
cultural and economic justification for
looking after and protecting our built
heritage.



Your City, Your Say

Conservation and Built Heritage: The Big Picture Questions

What do you think? Have we left out any of The Big Picture issues?

We want to hear your views…

What, if any, policies should the Development Plan include to protect
important ecclesiastical sites in the city?

Should the Development Plan designate more ACAs as a means of
rationalising the number of structures on the RPS?

What policies should the Development Plan contain to protect Views and
Prospects within the City?

Should we develop a policy of public access to ground floor 18th century
town houses?

What policies should the Development Plan include to promote
sustainable conservation of heritage buildings or their curtilage?

How can we promote the status of our Georgian Squares to increase their
historic, cultural and economic potential?

What policies should the Development Plan contain to protect our
Industrial Heritage?

Should we introduce a new zoning for historic open spaces, for example
graveyards?

Archaeology
Dublin City is rich in archaeological
heritage. Archaeological research has
been commissioned to bring about a
better understanding of Dublin's
Medieval City. This study has
highlighted the need for the protection
of important ecclesiastical sites of
International significance e.g. St Mary's
Abbey, St. Thomas's Abbey and urban
landscapes of international heritage
importance e.g. Guinness's Brewery
Complex, and the Historic Water
Supply.

Other studies have included the City
Walls Conservation Plan and the Ship
St ree t Research Agenda and
recommendations from these can be
translated into the new Development
Plan.

A key issue for the period of the next
Development Plan is recording and
conserving Dublin's unique industrial
heritage. The network of Dublin's
churches and graveyards represents
an important aspect of the city's
character. In the late 20 century
Dublin City Council acquired many
deconsec ra ted chu rches and
graveyards and these have been
maintained and managed as public
parks. Some of these are used as
pocket parks resulting in the removal of
monuments from their contexts, while
many have suffered from vandalism
and anti-social behaviour or have been
landscaped inappropriately, resulting in
further heritage loss.
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